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Claim: Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC)
Secretary-General Sengezo Tshabangu said
CCC had sole legal rights to use the face
of its former leader Nelson Chamisa as the
party symbol, according to a local media
report.

In an Interview with CITE, Tshabangu
responded to accusations that he was
running away with Nelson Chamisa’s face
by saying. “I have no doubt President
Chamisa presented his face as a symbol
for us to use and we registered that face
so he can’t claim today that, that is his
face, that’s the face of the party and we
are going to continue using it. Nobody is
going to use that face, we will stop anybody
that is going to use that face save for
the party”.

He added that if Chamisa decided to leave
the party, the symbol stays because it is
company property. Chamisa announced on
January 25 that he was quitting CCC,
charging that it had been infiltrated and
was being destroyed by President
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s ruling ZANU-PF
party.

Whose face is it: Does CCC
own Chamisa’s face symbol?

Is it true that the law gives
organisations uncontested rights to
corporate symbols?

Is this true or false:

Verdict: False

What does the law say about
intellectual property disputes?

Section 14 of the Trade Marks Act says it
is unlawful to maintain registration of a
trademark which through fault or neglect
on the part of the registered proprietor or
his assignee, has become one which is
likely to deceive or cause confusion or which
for any reason, would not be entitled to
protection in a court of law.

Who decides whether to rescind
registration of a trademark?

The onus is on the Registrar to decide
whether a trademark is likely to deceive or
cause confusion upon receipt of an

undertaking by the proprietor, only then will
he or she limit the use of a trademark.

Can two parties use the same
symbol?

Section 15 of the Trade Marks Act prohibits
the use of identical or resembling
trademarks especially if one of the
proprietors is already on the register
The Registrar has the obligation to consider
any matter involving deception or confusion,
he shall have regard to the likelihood of
deception or confusion arising between any
trade mark as applied in relation to goods
and any trade mark as applied in relation
to services.

Aggrieved parties have a right to appeal
the decision of the Registrar under this
section.

Sources:
Trade Marks Act
Interview with CITE,
Veritas

WhatsApp is the major channel
of misinformation in Zimbabwe.

Pause before you post or repost.
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Claim: Following the passing of the
Children’s Amendment Act No.8 of 2023,
there have been several reports in the
Zimbabwe media claiming that the new law
will punish parents “who fail to discipline
their children” leaving them to commit
crimes.

Is this true or false?

Verdict: Misleading

What does the law say about
conducing to commission of offence
by a child?

Section 13 of the Children’s Amendment
Act outlines the provisions under which a
parent or guardian can be arrested for the
crimes of a child, these include the following:

• Encouraging a child to commit
an offence

• Training a child to commit an offence

• Knowingly providing a child with facilities
to commit an offence

• Failure to take reasonable steps to 
ensure that the child does not commit
an offence where the parent or guardian
is in a position to take such steps.

What will happen to parents or
guardians who are found guilty?

The parents or guardians shall be liable to
the penalties that could have been imposed
on them had they been guilty of the offence
that the child committed.

They may also be ordered to pay any
damages for personal injury or patrimonial
loss proved in the course of trial to have
been caused to the injured party by the
child.

Conclusion

The above claim is misleading as it does
not provide context on the circumstances
in which a parent or guardian is liable for
crimes committed by their chi ld.

Source
Children’s Amendment Act
Veritas

How many doses does one need?

One dose will be given and it will last for
six months.

Which are the targeted Provinces?

• Harare • Manicaland

• Masvingo • Midlands

• Mashonaland East • Mashonaland 
   Central

• Mshonaland West

Which are the targeted Districts?

• Mutare Rural and • Buhera
   Urban

• Gutu • Mberengwa

• Zvishavane • Uzumba 
   Maramba-
   Pfungwe

• Mazowe

• Mbire • Mt Darwin

Harare suburbs:

• Kuwadzana • Budiriro

• Southlea Park • Glen View

• Mbare • Highfield

• Glen Norah • Chitungwiza

Sources
The Ministry of Health and Child Care
WHO
UNICEF

When can you be
arrested for your

minor child’s
crimes?

The Zimbabwe Ministry of Health and Child
Care launched a Cholera vaccination
campaign on Monday, January 29 2024,
targeting multiple hotspots districts badly
hit by the latest cholera outbreak.

Zimbabwe is among a handful of southern
African countries battling an outbreak which
began a year ago, but has seen a big jump
in suspected Cholera cases in the last
couple of weeks.

By January 24, health authorities had
recorded 20,446 suspected Cholera cases,
2,324 confirmed cases, 19,711 recoveries,
71 confirmed deaths and 381 cases of
deaths suspected to have been caused by
the disease.

The Ministry of Health said Zimbabwe had
secured about 2.2 million doses of the oral
cholera vaccine (OCV) from the International
Coordinating Group (ICG) led by the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

Here are some basic facts about the
vaccination campaign:

What is the targeted population for
the Cholera vaccination?

The vaccine will be given orally to everyone
above the age of one year.

Is it compulsory?

No, the vaccination campaign is not
compulsory but the Ministry of Health and
Child Care is encouraging people to get
vaccinated.

Zimbabwe Cholera
vaccination campaign
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Face-swapping applications have become
popular in the recent years as users enjoy
the endless possibilities presented by the
artificial intelligence assisted applications.

Whilst to many, this may seem to be
harmless fun, there have been concerns
over data privacy, identity theft and the
threat of disinformation.

The applications allow users to swap out
their faces with well-known people
(celebrities), put their face in a premade
 video, or swap faces with friends. They
also present users with the possibility of
imagining what they would look like if
they were older, younger and even what
their babies would look like.

This factsheet outlines the dangers posed
by reckless use of face-changing
applications:

How intrusive are face swapping
applications?

Research has shown that most
applications subliminally collect the
following data:

• Phone contacts

• Credit/debit card information

• Device camera and photo gallery 
access

• Information from linked social media
accounts that are public

• Exact user location

• All content generated using the app

• Personally identifiable information (PII)
like first and last name, address, and
phone number

• Usage data such as – popular app 
features, usage rate and patterns

N.B. Not all face swapping applications
collect the data listed above

What can you do to protect your
privacy?

The best way to keep face-transforming
apps from collecting and retaining your
data is simply not to use them. But there
are ways to remain safe if you do choose
to use one of these apps.

Be careful about what you download

• Make sure the application comes from
a trustworthy developer, do a quick 
internet search to have a better 
understanding of who they are.

• Use official sources such as Google
Play Store or the Apple App Store to
download applications.

• Check the application release date 
and user reviews as you can typically
trust applications that have been 
around longer and have gone through
several bug fixes, as well as a mix of
positive and negative reviews.

• When installing the application be 
weary of the permissions you give 
the application, some will require 
access to your gallery, contact list, 
location etc. It is wise to restrict 
permissions to sensitive data.

Read the terms of service and app
permissions

Read the terms of service and privacy
policy before you download anything or
create an account. Many applications
provide a link to read these documents
before one signs up but if not, find them
online.

Don’t allow face-swapping apps
access to your social media

 As a rule, you should prevent apps and
services from accessing your social media
accounts. When they ask you to sign in
with Facebook, Twitter, or another profile,
just sign up with an email address instead.

Keep your device’s Operating System
up to date

Check for software updates regularly and
get the latest version, phone company
usually update their security features with
each system update.

Popular face-swapping apps that
have raised privacy concerns in the
past

FaceApp: In 2019, there was an uproar
over FaceApp when a user revealed that
the app claimed a license to use users’
photos, names, usernames, and likeness
for any purpose, including commercial
purposes.

ZAO: ZAO went through similar
controversy as FaceApp, also in 2019.
The app’s user agreement terms gave it
total and permanent rights to repurpose
user-generated content as it saw fit.

Reface: The app came under fire for the
same reasons as FaceApp and ZAO,
granting itself a permanent license to use
user photos. Reface has since stated it
deletes uploaded photos from its Google
Cloud platform within one hour of being
uploaded.

Sources
https://vpnoverview.com/privacy/apps/face-
transforming-apps/

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/deepfake-
technology-risks-benefits-detection-
methods-sahota%E8%90%A8%E5%86%
A0%E5%86%9B-

https://www.mindstick.com/news/3465/u
nmasking-the-dark-side-of-ai-the-perils-
lurking-behind-face-swapping-technology

What are the risks of face swapping
applications to data privacy?



How do you rate Zimbabwe’s
education system?
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Zimbabweans generally debate the quality
of the national education system, with hardly
any consensus on its ranking.

But the World Economic Forum (WEF), which
convenes one of the most high profiles
annual conferences globally, ranks
Zimbabwe among five countries in Africa
with some of the best education systems
on the continent. The top five are Mauritius,
Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, according to its latest annual
report.

The WEF included 17 African nations in its
rankings in 2023 compared to nine in 2018
and just two in 2012.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) put
Zimbabwe’s adult literacy rate at 89.70
percent in 2022, an increase of 5.11 percent
from 2011.

In 2024, the United Nations International
Day of Education, marked annually on
January 24, was built around the theme:
“learning for lasting peace”.

The day was earmarked by the UN General
Assembly in 2018 to celebrate the role that
education plays in peace and development.

The Zimbabwe Education System

The Zimbabwean education system is made
up of two years of pre-primary school-
referred to as Early Childhood Development
(ECD), which is offered to children from the
age of 3 to 5 years - seven years of primary
school and four to six years of secondary
education, followed by higher education in
the college and university system.

The Zimbabwe school system consists of:
• 9 years of elementary school
• 4 years of junior high school
• 2 years of senior high school and
• 4 years of university and more for post

- graduate education.

Early Childhood Development (ECD)

ECD ‘A’ and ECD ‘B’ is for the 3-4-year-
olds and 4-5-year-olds respectively.  The
government has a policy which incorporates
ECD into the primary education cycle for 2
years.  To this end the policy stipulates that

at least 2 ECD classes should be attached
to every primary school. Ninety eight percent
of Primary Schools are offering ECD classes.

Primary Education

Currently Primary education is a seven-year
cycle and the official entry age is six years.
This programme espouses the policy of
compulsory education and automatic
promotion from one level to the other.  There
is a national examination at the end of
primary education cycle. Due to the shortage
of secondary schools in some disadvantaged
areas and the inability to raise the required
school fees by some parents, the national
examination becomes terminal to about 30
percent of the pupils at the Grade
seven level.

Secondary Education

Secondary education in Zimbabwe
comprises a four-year General Certificate
of Education, (Ordinary Level). The official
age for entry into Form One is 13 years.
Every Grade 7 pupil is expected to graduate
to Form One. There is automatic progression
from Form one to Form four. Zimbabwe
inherited the British system of education.
Students sit for the General Certificate of
Education, Ordinary Level at the end of four
years of secondary education.  This
examination is equivalent to the Cambridge
University General Certificate at ordinary
level where it emanated from.

After ‘O’ Level, students who succeed can
proceed to do a two-year General Certificate
of Education Advanced Level cycle.
Progression is on merit and the number of
A Level places are limited. General Certificate
of Education (Advanced Level) examination
is the entry requirement for pupils into
university.  However, Zimbabwean students
are accepted into universities outside
Zimbabwe on the strength of their General
Certificate of Education - Ordinary Level
examination results. Those who pass ‘O’
Level but fail to proceed to do ‘A’ Level can
do any of the following, among others:
Teacher education, Nursing and Polytechnic
education.

Tertiary Education

Tertiary Education in Zimbabwe comprises
a multiplicity of programmes offered in

different types of institutions that include
technical and vocational training colleges,
teacher training colleges and universities.
The duration of these programmes varies.
In Zimbabwe, entry into university is
generally for those who would have
successfully completed their ‘A’ Levels. The
duration of the undergraduate degree
programmes is usually four years, although
there are some programmes that last longer
like applied sciences. The Universities also
offer postgraduate degrees at masters and
doctoral level.

Education Regulations in Zimbabwe

There are a number of statutory bodies that
monitor and regulate the provision of higher
education in Zimbabwe. These bodies
address various issues including quality
assurance, identification of training and
research needs, representation of lecturing
staff and monitoring occupational standards.

Education Amendment Act

The Act came into force in May 2020 and
seeks to amend the Education Act (Chapter
25:04) (“Principal Act”) by bringing it in line
with the constitutional provision on education
and international practice as stipulated in
the African Charter and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

The amendment protects marginalised
children by promoting inclusive and
equitable education specifically the girl child
who is vulnerable. The Act addresses issues
pertinent to girls and education, including
the prohibition of expelling pregnant girls
from school, free and compulsory education
and sexual and reproductive health issues.

Access to sexual and reproductive
health services

Section 3 amends section 4 of the Principal
Act (“Children’s fundamental right to
education in Zimbabwe”) by inserting
subsection (1a) which states that “The State
shall ensure the provision of sanitary wear
and other menstrual health facilities to girls
in all schools to promote menstrual health.”

This means that local schools are required
to assist girls in sanitary wear and should
have adequate, clean menstrual health
facilities which should include clean water
and sanitation.
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 Therefore, no girl should be forced to miss
school during their menstrual period. In
addition, the Act also provides for the
appointment of sexual and reproductive
health personnel at every school. This is
important as it enables the integration of
the sexual reproductive and health rights
of girls in schools and by improving the
teaching and understanding of the subject
at schools, given the rise in the risk of
violations of sexual reproductive and
health rights.

Free and compulsory education

Section 4 repeals Section 5 (“Compulsory
education”), of the principal Act and states
that “Every child shall be entitled to
compulsory basic state-funded education.”

The amendment further makes it an offence
for a parent or guardian to deprive from
going to school. This is an offence that can
attract prison time for up to two (2) years.

This benefits girls because in disadvantaged
communities’ girls are forced to drop out
of school because of money and later forced
into marriages to benefit their families. This
amendment protects girls by ensuring that
they stay in school despite any financial
circumstances.

Expulsion of pregnant learners

A new section is added to the Principal Act,
section 68C, which states that no child shall
be excluded from school on the basis of
pregnancy.

This means pregnancy cannot affect the
decision to admit, suspend or expel a girl.
This promotes the prevalence of girls
dropping out of school because of
pregnancy and the prov is ion is
commendable because there was an
increase in teenage pregnancy during the
Covid-19 lockdown therefore the Act
ensures that these pregnant girls have
access to education.

Sexual abuse regulations

Section 15 of the Act amends section
69(“Regulations”) of the principal Act by
adding paragraph (n4) which states that
the Minister may make regulations to
manage sexual abuse cases in schools. As
schools are seen as “safe spaces” for
children this amendment is good in that
girls are able to report and get help within
the schools.

The amendment Act promotes the right to
education for the girl child by improving
access to education. It is a good start in

working towards Sustainable Development
Goal 4 which is inclusive and equitable
quality education.

There are a number of concerns such as
the availability of state resources to ensure
that the government fulfils the provisions
of the Act, therefore all stakeholders need
to continue working together in ensuring
that basic state-funded education is
implemented and becomes a reality.

Education reforms in Zimbabwe

The relevance of Zimbabwe’s education
system has come under immense scrutiny
by educators, industrialists, policymakers,
citizens and employers. Critics of the system
argue that the studies are too focused on
theory and altogether exclude areas of
education that stimulate personal growth,
patriotism, work ethic, morality and creativity
and through the recent reforms the
education system has changed to innovation
and implementation.

The reforms aim to improve student’s
results, the quality of teaching and the
quality of the output that goes into the world
of work. Greater emphasis is now on
technical, engineering, art, mathematics
and physical science.

Education 5.0

Education 5.0 is now a reality having been
adopted by the Ministry of Higher and
Tertiary Education, Science and Technology
Development headed by Professor Amos
Murwira. Zimbabwe’s state universities’
traditional tripartite mission of teaching,
research and community service has been
revised to align to the urgent national
ambition to attain middle income status by
year 2030. It is now demanded of the
nation’s higher and tertiary education sector
to not only: teach, research and community
serve but rather to innovate and industrialise
Zimbabwe. Under Education 5.0,
Zimbabwe’s state universities must launch
in to  ou tcomes- focused na t iona l
development act iv i t ies towards a
competitive, modern and industrialized
Zimbabwe. It is now all about problem-
solving for value-creation.

Socio-Economic development by
some Universities using Education
5.0

The institutions of higher and tertiary are
now citadels of innovation and industrial
hubs proffering solutions to communities’
problems. The Education 5.0 model has
started bearing fruits as most tertiary
institutions have begun to articulate the call

for technological development to drive the
country’s empowered upper middle-income
economy.

The Lupane State University’s dryland agro-
industrial park is working on improving
agriculture’s production systems from
subsistence to semi-intensive and intensive
farming systems.

Great Zimbabwe University’s innovation
centre for dryland agriculture in Chivi is
advancing knowledge on traditional grain
and indigenous l ivestock breeds.

Chinhoyi University of Technology has
embarked on industrial Cattle Pens and a
milking parlour to improve knowledge on
artificial insemination and milk production.

National University of Science and
Technology, Zimbabwe is expected to lead
the country’s technological innovations that
will create new industries in line with its
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) mandate.

Marondera University of Agricultural Science
& Technology is leading in research on the
nutritional value of traditional food.

Gwanda State University’s mining
engineering department is setting up a
laboratory to research on recovery
processes, value addition and beneficiation
of all precious and semi-precious minerals.

Key milestones for Zimbabwe’s
Education System

The Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency’s
labour force survey estimated that 93,7%
percent of people over 15 were literate in
2022. This figure is based on the percentage
of people in this age group that had
completed Grade 3 of schooling.
The country’s 2022 Demographic and
Health Survey estimated that 95.2 percent
of men aged 15 to 54 and 92.4 percent of
women aged 15 to 49 were literate.
UNESCO’s Institute for Statistics estimated
that 88.69 percent of Zimbabwean aged
15 and older were literate in 2022. This
estimation was based on Zimbabwe’s 2022
Demographic and Health Survey results.

Sources
Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

The World Economic Forum

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/04/af

rica-universities-world-rankings-growth-summit-
2023/
Veritas
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